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Data Sources

? 1995 Data:
o US Geological Survey, Estimated Use of Water in the United States in

1995, USGS Circular 1200

? 2000 Data:
o USGS, 2000 written communication

? Adapted from a presentation by Anne Veeger to the Rhode Island Water
Resources Board, November 22, 2002



Total Water Consumption in
Rhode Island by Sector, 1995

Total 137 MGD

Domestic
46%

Commercial
16%

Irrigation
2%

Livestock
3%

Industrial
10%

Mining
5%

Non-Account
18%

64.3 MGD

26.0 MGD

21.5 MGD

13.1 MGD

6.2 MGD à

3.6 MGD  à

2.3 MGD  à

Source:  US Geological Survey, Estimated Use of Water in
the United States in 1995, USGS Circular 1200



Public Water Supply: Surface vs. Ground Water, 1995

Public Water Consumption by Sector, 1995

Total 115 MGD

Domestic
50%

Commercial
17%

Industrial
10%

Non-Account
23%

Total 115 MGD

Surface Water
86%

Ground Water
14%

26 MGD

57 MGD

20 MGD

12 MGD

99 MGD

16 MGD

Source:  US Geological Survey, Estimated Use of Water in
the United States in 1995, USGS Circular 1200

Source:  US Geological Survey, Estimated Use of Water in
the United States in 1995, USGS Circular 1200



Self Water Supply: Surface vs. Ground Water, 1995

Total 22 MGD

Ground Water
53%

Surface Water
47%

Self Water Consumption by Sector, 1995

Total 22 MGD

Domestic
34%

Commercial
7%

Irrigation
10%

Livestock
16%

Industrial
5%

Mining
28%

10.4 MGD 11.6 MGD

7.3 MGD6.2 MGD

3.6 MGD 2.3
MGD ? 1.5 MGD

1.1 MGD  à

Source:  US Geological Survey, Estimated Use of Water in
the United States in 1995, USGS Circular 1200

Source:  US Geological Survey, Estimated Use of Water in
the United States in 1995, USGS Circular 1200



Self Supply Percentage of Use by Category, 1995
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Percentage of Water-Use by Sector
Blackstone vs. Pawcatuck Watersheds, 1995

Total Blackstone: 14.79 MGD 
Total Pawcatuck: 12.23 MGD
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Source:  US Geological Survey, Estimated Use of Water in
the United States in 1995, USGS Circular 1200

Source:  US Geological Survey, Estimated Use of Water in
the United States in 1995, USGS Circular 1200



Percentage of Water Use by Category in Rhode Island and the Blackstone and
Pawcatuck Watersheds, 1995

Total State: 137 MGD 
Total Blackstone: 14.79 MGD 
Total Pawcatuck: 12.23 MGD
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                    <------------------------------------Self Supply-------------------------------------------------------->
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Percentage of Water Use by Category in Rhode Island and the Blackstone and
Pawcatuck Watersheds, 2000
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Source: USGS, 2000 written communication

Source:  US Geological Survey, Estimated Use of Water in
the United States in 1995, USGS Circular 1200



Percentage of Water Use by Category
in Rhode Island and the Blackstone and Pawcatuck

Watersheds, 2000
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Note: Some agricultural water must come from public supply.

Source: USGS, 2000 written communication


